
Appendix 3 – Who Decides Planning Applications 

 

Application Considered 
 

Is it a Schedule 1 application? 
e.g. householder, minor residential, minor 

commercial, lawful development certificate, 
prior approval, discharge of conditions, etc. 

Yes Officers decide 
The Regulations say these must be determined by officers. 

No 

Is it a Schedule 2 application? 
e.g. major applications, listed buildings, 

Section 73, large reserved matters, adverts, 
relevant own-interest applications 

No Other planning matter 
Officers generally deal with it unless the Corporate Director or Head of 

Planning refers it and the nominated member and officer agree. 

Yes 

Is the officer recommendation to 
approve? 

No Officers decide 
Applications recommended for refusal are always decided by officers. 

Yes 

Does it fall within para. 1 of the terms of 
reference of the Planning Committee? 
e.g. 
- 20+ homes, or outline residential on 0.5ha+ 
- non-residential over 1,000 sqm, or outline on 
0.5ha+ (outside SIL / LSIS) 
- reserved matters on a large outline 
permission 
- s73 / 73A / 73B or s106A 
 

No  
Have at least three Brent 

councillors asked for it to be 
considered for referral and does 
the request meet the criteria set 

by Regulations? 
 

No 
Officers decide 

Yes Yes 

Referral gateway: do the nominated member and nominated officer BOTH agree to refer 
it to committee? 
 
Schedule 2 applications: only if it raises issues of economic, social or environmental 
significance to the local area, or significant planning matters having regard to the development 
plan. 
Own-interest applications: at their discretion. 
They must legally have regard to the Secretary of State's guidance. 
 

Yes No 

Planning Committee decides 
Officers decide 

 

Every case the nominated member and officer consider is recorded, with the outcome and reasons, and reported to the Planning 
Committee 



 


